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Goal of this Webinar
● Hear from past champions as they share their

journey to submitting a standout Qualifying Round
essay.

● Equip teams with the clarity and confidence needed
to complete their Qualifying round essay.

● Provide practical tips and tricks to improve the quality
of each team’s writing and maximize their chances of
breaking into the Round of 64.

● Address pressing questions and challenges
encountered by teams thus far.
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The IPPF
● Founded in 2001 by the Brewer Foundation and now jointly administered by

New York University.

● The only competition that gives students around the globe the opportunity to
engage in written and oral debates on public policy issues.

● Teams compete to be among the Elite Eight invited on an all-expenses-paid
trip to New York City to compete in the IPPF Finals. There, the IPPF World
Champion receives a $10,000 grand prize and the “Brewer Cup.”

NYC Finals Weekend
Qualifying 

Round
Round 
of 64

Round of 32 Sweet 16 Elite 8, Semi, Finals

Written Rounds Oral Rounds

Oct. 15 Nov. 10-Dec. 11 Jan. 7-30 Feb. 17-March 12

Apr 17 - 19



The Qualifying Round
● Qualifying round essays due at noon CST on October 15.

● Teams must consist of at least three students.

● Essays should be no more than 3,000 words
(excluding the cover page and Works Cited pages).

● You choose your side – affirmative or negative.



Teamwork from the Start
● Identify a team captain.

● To stay on track leading up to the Qualifying Round submission deadline,
build a calendar outlining each key phase of work. Set specific dates for
when you will review, collaborate, and complete milestones.

Sample Phases of Work:
1. Initial research

a. Reading the Primer, example essays, and conducting independent
research

b. Selecting your position (aff or neg) and key arguments
2. Writing
3. One-voicing
4. Reviewing
5. October 15: Submit Your Paper via ippfdebate.com

● System & Tools: Use Google Docs for live track changes.

http://ippfdebate.com


Resources: Primer
● Before selecting a side, read the IPPF Topic Primer, which:

○ Identifies key terms, and
○ Identifies areas of clash.

● Use the Primer for inspiration, but also
conduct your own research.

● Consider setting a Google News Alert for
Education/SDG 4.
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Resources: Sample Essay
● Review the sample Qualifying Round Essay

(written on a prior topic).

● Note:
○ Cover Page

○ Bold Face Sections
■ Introduction
■ Defining Terms / Framework
■ 2-4 Main Arguments / Contentions
■ Conclusion

○ MLA-Format
■ Double-spaced, Times New Roman,

1-inch margins
■ In-line citations
■ Works Cited Pages (in alpha order)
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1. Position Clarity

● How quickly do you know if the team is affirming or negating?
● Do they state it plainly up front and is it consistent throughout?

2. Definitions and Terms

● Are important terms defined clearly and early?
● Do those definitions shape how the arguments unfold?

3. Use of Evidence

● How well are graphs, statistics, or examples integrated?
● Do the transitions make the evidence feel part of one story rather 

than isolated points?

What to Notice in the Sample Essay
(And later in your essay)
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4. Structure and Flow

● Is there a logical progression between sections?
● Does each argument build toward the conclusion?

5. Conclusion Power

● Do the authors restate their position effectively?
● Do the authors explain why their arguments matter beyond just

winning the round?

6. Technical Details

● Note the format of the Works Cited page: alpha order, hanging
indent.

● Are acronyms defined and handled consistently?

What to Notice in the Sample Essay
(And later in your essay)
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Committing Your Thoughts to Paper

● Once you’ve started your research, focus on getting your
arguments on paper. Don’t worry about perfection or word count
yet.

● For maximum clarity, your thesis should be a single sentence.

● Use the P.E.E.L. method when constructing individual paragraphs:

○ Point: State your argument clearly.
○ Evidence: Support it with facts, data, or examples.
○ Explanation: Show why it matters.
○ Link: Tie it back to your overall position.

Cite as You Go

● Always cite sources as you write so you don’t lose track of sources.
● Easybib.com / Zotero

Write FIRST, Edit LATER
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● Case Studies & Historical Examples: Ground arguments in 
real-world events that feel concrete and memorable.

● Current Events: Show awareness of recent developments that 
make the issue feel urgent and relevant.

● Comparisons & Analogies: Use relatable comparisons to 
simplify complex issues.

● Expert Voices: Cite scholars, policymakers, or organizations to 
add authority. Ensure consistency of your sources. 

Content that Shines
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Persuasive Technique

● Clear Line of Reasoning: Each point logically builds
toward your position.

● Balance of Logos, Ethos, Pathos: Blend facts (logos),
credibility (ethos), and emotional resonance (pathos).

● Storytelling: Humanize the issue with a narrative, case,
or vivid example.

Content that Shines
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Technical Polish

● Strong Open & Close: Start with a hook; end with a powerful 
restatement of why it matters.

● Smooth Transitions: Carry the reader seamlessly from point to 
point.

● Clean Citations: Flawless Works Cited sections shows care and 
credibility.

● Concise Style: No wasted words; every sentence drives the 
argument.

Bottom line: A standout essay isn’t just accurate — it’s memorable, 
persuasive, and polished.

Content that Shines
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● A strong essay should sound like it was written by one author, not a patchwork of voices.

● Judges notice when style, tone, or formatting shifts — and it distracts from your arguments.

How to Achieve It:

● Agree on Tone Early: An IPPF essay is typically written in a formal manner.

● Unify Language: Use consistent terms, acronyms, and phrasing across sections.

● Designate an Editor: One person polishes the draft for flow and voice (who is your best writer?).

● Read Aloud as a Team: Listening to your words as a group makes inconsistencies easier to catch.

Goal:  Seamless writing that presents your case with one clear, confident voice.

One-Voicing Your Essay
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● Now that you have your thoughts and ideas on paper, it’s time 
to refine your essay.

● If needed, edit your essay to get down to 3,000 words (the 
maximum number allowed). Keep in mind, your word count 
includes in-text citations.

● Polish the flow and strengthen transitions.

● Be on the lookout for spelling or grammar issues. 

● Review the IPPF Evaluation Grid early and often. It will be used 
by judges to evaluate your work. 

The Editing Process
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1. Fresh Eyes Matter

● Ask a non-subject matter expert (a classmate, teacher, or parent) to read your 
paper.

● Have them highlight parts that are confusing, unclear, or too “debate-y.”

● Give them a copy of the evaluation grid and ask them to “score” your essay.

● Remember: Not all of your judges are, or were, debaters — clarity is key.

2. Play Devil’s Advocate

● Assign a teammate (or outside reader) to act as a sparring partner.

● Have them argue the opposite of your position, and use their challenges to 
sharpen weak spots.

Final Review & Submission
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3. Team Read-Through

● Again, read the essay aloud together.

● Listen for tone shifts, clunky transitions, or repetitive phrasing.

● Ask: Does our paper sound like it was written by one polished, confident
voice?

4. Submit Your Paper

● Essays are due by noon CST on Wednesday, October 15.

● You can submit your essay through the IPPF website. Issues? Contact
ippf@brewerfoundation.com.

Final Review & Submission
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● Once submitted, your paper will be reviewed by a 
judging panel. Judges will provide a number score and 
substantive written feedback, which will be shared with 
your team. 

● On October 31, 2025, the Top 64 teams will be 
announced and move into a single-elimination written 
debate tournament! 

What’s Next
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